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WHAT IS AN EXPLORER? 

An explorer is a person that travels into unknown regions. 

They want to see new places and share their findings with 

the rest of the world through making maps, telling stories, 

drawing pictures and writing diaries. Explorers use special 

equipment such as compasses and maps.  
 

The Polar Regions consist of the Arctic and Antarctic.  They are 
located at the very top and very bottom of the Earth.  There 

are lots of similarities and differences.
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Who was Roald Amundsen? 
Roald Amundsen was one of the 
important figures in polar exploration. 
He became the first person to reach the 
South pole in 1911, the first to sail 
through the Northwest passage 
between 1903 and 1906 and the first to 
fly over the North pole in 1926. He was 
the first person to reach the North and 
South poles. 

 
 

 Who was Robert Falcon Scott?  
 

Captain Robert Falcon Scott led two expeditions to Antarctica. 
He wanted to find out more about the animals, the weather and 

the land of Antarctica. Scott and his fellow explorers also 
wanted to be the first to reach the South Pole. Robert Falcon 

Scott and his team did not reach the South Pole first - they were 
beaten there by a Norwegian party led by Roald Amundsen. 

Unfortunately Scott and his companions had a disastrous time 
with blizzards, gale force winds, poor clothing and little food on 
their journey back from the South Pole and they all eventually 

died.  

  

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

 

 

      


