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How many different types of flying machines can you 

name? 

There are many different types of man-made  objects that 

fly, such as: 

hot air balloons,  

 aircraft 

   

 airships, 

 

gyroplane,   

 

 spacecraft. 

Who were Wilbur & Orville Wright (The Wright Brothers)? 

Orville and Wilbur Wright invented the aeroplane. They grew up in America and 
were interested in inventions. Their interest in flight began when their father 
bought them a toy ‘helicopter’ which flew with the help of rubber bands. As 
they grew older, they learned how to make efficient propellers,  studied how 

birds flew to aid their wing designs and learnt how to make lightweight 
engines.  

Orville made the first flight in North Carolina, December 1903 which lasted 12 
seconds and flew 140 feet.  

 
In November 1904, using a newly designed craft named Flyer II, Wilbur took to 

the skies. This flight lasted five minutes. 
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Who was Amy Johnson? 

 

Amy Johnson was one of the most influential and 

inspirational women of the twentieth century. 

She was the first woman to fly solo from 

England to Australia in 1930, setting sail in a 

second-hand Gypsy Moth planned called ‘Jason’. 

She had no radio link on the ground, no 

information about the weather and very basic 

maps. Before her Australia trip, her longest solo 

flight had been from London to Hull in 

Yorkshire. 

 

 

 

Who is Zara Rutherford? 

 

Zara Rutherford was born on 5th July 

2002 in Brussels, Belgium. At the age of 

19 she became the youngest female pilot 

to fly solo around the world and the first 

person to circumnavigate a micro light 

aircraft. Her journey began in January 

2022 and took five months in total. 

 

 


