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SPaG Starter – to recognise speech

Which words are not being spoken below.

“I really miss her,” sobbed Milly as she 

looked at a photo of her lost cat.



SPaG Starter – to recognise speech

Which of the words are not being spoken below.

“I really miss her,” sobbed Milly as 

she looked at a photo of her lost cat.



SPaG Starter – to recognise speech

Which words and punctuation below indicate speech in 

the passage below.

Mr Smith asked if they knew anything about the incident in 

the playground.

“Sorry sir, we didn’t see what happened,” insisted the 

children.

The teacher was not convinced.

“Well the window didn’t break all by itself,” he muttered.

He told everyone to go back inside while they cleared up 

all the broken glass.



SPaG Starter – to recognise speech

Which words and punctuation below indicate speech in 

the passage below.

Mr Smith asked if they knew anything about the incident in 

the playground.

“Sorry sir, we didn’t see what happened,” insisted the 

children.

The teacher was not convinced.

“Well the window didn’t break all by itself,” he muttered.

He told everyone to go back inside while they cleared up 

all the broken glass.



The 
Blitz

Create a map mind of everything you know 
about the Blitz



Why were newspapers important 
during WW2?

With no television or 
internet, newspapers 
were the main source of 
information. 

There were other ways 
to get the latest news 
like word to mouth or 
the ongoing exchange of 
letters between soldiers 
at the front and their 
loved ones at home.



When you write a newspaper report, you are 
writing about events that have happened in real 
life. In our case, a bombing of a bus in London 
during WW2.

The newspaper report needs to sound as if the 
event is real and be written from a third person 
point of view. 

It also needs to be informative and an engaging 
read. 

Writing a Newspaper Report



A Newspaper Report must…



Newspapers have a range of 
features that attract the reader.

Can you think of any of these 
features?

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


the name of the 
newspaper at the top;

an interesting headline and sub-headline;

an introductory paragraph 
that includes the five Ws;

facts about the 
main events; 

writing in the third person 
and past tense;

quotes written as 
direct speech;“ ”

a conclusion paragraph 
to explain what might 
happen next.

captions for 
all pictures;

A newspaper report must include…

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


HEADLINE

Newspapers use the headline to try 
to grab the readers attention. It 
might even use a pun, rhyme or 
alliteration. A catchy headline 
makes you want to read more!

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Captions and Pictures

Photos and captions will help to tell the 
story by giving the reader a snapshot of 
what has happened, where it happened 
or who it happened to. 

What do you think 
a report using this

picture would 
be about?

A caption explains to 
the reader what is 
happening in a picture. 
The caption is usually 
placed underneath 
the picture.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Facts about the Main Events
A newspaper must give 
information that is factually 
correct about the events. 
Opinions may be given in 
direct quotes but the article 
must consist of facts.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Write in the Third Person and Past Tense

Third Person
Write about what happened to others (e.g. he, she, 
they, them, it), not from your own perspective.

Past Tense
Newspaper articles are normally an example of a 
recount text. They are written in the past tense as 
the event has already taken place.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Quotes

Quotations tell us what has been said and who has said it. They 
can help to make the story credible by giving the reader the 
opinions of the people involved. Remember to use inverted commas!

“
”

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


“Sally asked me to stop 
working because I was about 
to hit whatever she’d seen. I 
hadn’t even spotted them,” 
commented builder Karl 
Webb. 

“It’s a brilliant feeling. It’s 
been a long road. I’m happy, 
but I’m relieved. It’s great to 
be in the history books as one 
of the greatest. I’m proud of 
myself,” he told reporters. 

“We were all jumping around 
and dancing in the living 
room. We never believed it 
could happen again,” Alisha 
commented.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Concluding Paragraph

A concluding paragraph is 
often used to tell the reader 
what might happen next. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


What do you think might happen 
next in this report about some 
very lucky lottery winners?

The two winners have 
exclusively revealed that they’ll 
be donating £600 000 of their 
win to local, national and 
international charities. ‘They 
need the money more than we 
do,’ stated Mrs Mills, ‘we’ll treat 
ourselves to a nice meal out 
somewhere and give the rest to 
the family. We have our health 
and happiness so what more 
could we ask for?’

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


What features do you need 
to remember to include in 
your newspaper report?

Take a look at this example, 
how many features can you find?

THE GRANGE TIMES

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Did I…

A Newspaper Report ChecklistUse this checklist to help you label 
the features in the newspaper report:

name of the 
newspaper at the top

an interesting headline and sub-headline? 

an introductory paragraph 
that includes the five Ws

includes facts 
about the main 
events

written in the third person 
and past tense

quotes written as 
direct speech“ ”

finishing with a conclusion 
paragraph to explain what 
might happen next.

captions and 
pictures

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers
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Tuesday



SPaG Starter – to punctuate using inverted commas

Punctuate this passage using inverted commas.

Where have you been? asked the man as I walked into the 
room. Pick up that box and deliver it to the address written 
on the top.

He obviously thought I was somebody else, but I wasn’t 
going to correct him. I grabbed the box and hurried 
outside. Perhaps this address would be the one where Eric 
was being held prisoner. The police had told me not to 
interfere in their investigation, but I had to find my best 
friend. I sprinted to the new address. I heard a familiar 
voice coming from inside. 

Eric! I croaked. 



SPaG Starter – to punctuate using inverted commas

Punctuate this passage using inverted commas.

“Where have you been?” asked the man as I walked into 
the room. “Pick up that box and deliver it to the address 
written on the top.”

He obviously thought I was somebody else, but I wasn’t 
going to correct him. I grabbed the box and hurried 
outside. Perhaps this address would be the one where Eric 
was being held prisoner. The police had told me not to 
interfere in their investigation, but I had to find my best 
friend. I sprinted to the new address. I heard a familiar 
voice coming from inside. 

“Eric!” I croaked. 



Lesson 2 -
LO plan a 

newspaper 
report.

You will be writing a diary entry in role 
using the following success criteria:

• Name of the newspaper

• Headline using a pun, rhyme or 
alliteration

• By-line of reporter’s name and location

• Introductory paragraph containing the 3 
W’s (what, where, when, who, why)

• Past tense

• Third person

• Chronological order 

• Pictures with captions

• Direct and reported speech

Look at the example.



Features of a Newspaper Report



The Blitz
The 'Blitz' – from the German term Blitzkrieg ('lightning 

war') – was the sustained campaign of aerial bombing 

attacks on British towns and cities carried out by the 

Luftwaffe (German Air Force) from September 1940 

until May 1941. Over a period of nine months, over 

43,500 civilians were killed in the raids, which focused 

on major cities and industrial centres. 



The Blitz
The 'Blitz' – from the German term Blitzkrieg ('lightning 

war') – was the sustained campaign of aerial bombing 

attacks on British towns and cities carried out by the 

Luftwaffe (German Air Force) from September 1940 

until May 1941. Over a period of nine months, over 

43,500 civilians were killed in the raids, which focused 

on major cities and industrial centres. 



The Blitz

. 

Two German bombers fly over south-east London on 
the first day of the Blitz, 7 September 1940.



The Blitz

. 

St Paul’s Cathedral – a bomb crashed 
through the floor and exploded into the 
crypt.



The Blitz

. 

Buildings in Manchester burn after an air raid 
on the night of 23 December 1940.



The Blitz

. 

One badly damaged house still stands amidst the piles of timber 
and rubble following an air raid on Queen's Road, Aston, 
Birmingham, on 11 December 1940.



The Blitz

. 

Civilians take shelter in Elephant and Castle Underground 
Station in south London during an air raid in November 1940.



The Blitz

. 

Mannequins litter the pavement outside the John Lewis department store on London’s 
Oxford Street after an air raid in September 1940.



The Blitz

. 





Headline ideas…

Blitz Bus Blast
Bus Bombed

London Attacks Kill 37

London Blitzed!

Bloodied But Unbeaten

London’s Day of Terror





Lead Paragraph
Luftwaffe squadron droned above when suddenly....

Luckily no 3 bus was just missed, however it....
What happened?

Where did it happen?

When did it happen?

Why did it happen?

Who did it happen to?

Who witnessed it?

On the corner of ..... and .....

Near the main exit of ....

At precisely ......  on ........

It was dark, the moon hung ominously in the sky...

The Blitz

It was the fifth night of constant bombings

It was a clear sky, perfect for....

Write down a quote from the eye witness adding 

who they were (name, age, job...)





Body section
For a good body section, you 
need to:
• Add more information and 

detail to your lead 
paragraph;

• Include background 
information, evidence, facts 
and quotes from people 
involved in or connected to 
the event/story;

• Continue to write in order of 
importance, putting the 
most important information 
in the first few paragraphs of 
the body section.

Be sure to use 
correct 

punctuation for 
quotes!

Having quotes 
from witnesses or 

experts
will make your 

report more 
credible and 
interesting. 

At 15 Trensdale Street, Cowden, one 
gentleman reported that bombs had landed on 
either side of his home simultaneously, not 
more than 20 metres away. He commented, “It 
was a miracle that my wife and I weren’t killed. 
We moved not one jot from our Morrison 
shelter until the all clear sirens sounded this 
morning. The sounds were enough to make 
you feel your life was soon to be over.”





Summary paragraph

For a good tail section:
• Give the reader the 

opportunity to gain 
additional information if 
they are particularly 
interested in the topic of 
the news report;

• Include links to previous 
news reports or useful 
websites;

• Include a final quote from 
a witness or expert that 
helps to sum up the story 
or that could hint at what 
might happen next.

This summary 
information can 
be useful but is 
not always 
needed. It tends 
to be the least 
important 
information in 
the report.

Prime Minister Winston Churchill is reported to 
be planning a visit to the city, to survey the 
wreckage, as soon as possible. However, as the 
smoke clears today, the residents of this 
confounded city can only wait to see if another 
wave of fighter planes are on their way. They 
plead for Hitler’s mercy and an end to this war. 





Features of a Newspaper Report



WWII

Newspaper Report

Wednesday



SPaG Starter – to recognise active and passive voice

Milo grabbed the bread.

Subject: Who we are talking about in the sentence. For 
example, Milo is who we are talking about. 

Verb: The ‘doing word’ of the sentence, which tells you 
what the subject is up to. For example ‘grabbed’.

Object: This is the thing the verb is working on.  In this 
case, the bread.



SPaG Starter – to recognise active and passive voice

In a passive sentence, the ‘thing’ that would normally be 
the object is turned into the subject by the passive use of 
the verb

Active: Tom drove the car.

Passive: The car was driven by Tom.

Passive sentences use an auxiliary verb and followed by a past participle verb form.

objectsubject

subject object



SPaG Starter – to recognise active and passive voice

Think about whether these sentences are written in the active or 
passive voice.

The bombs were dropped by the Luftwaffe.

Dad drew pictures of the wreckages. 

The car was driven by the Prime Minister.

Bread was baked by all the women in the street.



SPaG Starter – to recognise active and passive voice

Think about whether these sentences are written in the active or 
passive voice.

The bombs were dropped by the Luftwaffe.

Dad drew pictures of the wreckages. 

The car was driven by the Prime Minister.

Bread was baked by all the women in the street.



Lesson 3 -
LO to write a 
newspaper 

report

Read through your plan and check you 
have included everything in the check 
list.
If you haven’t, update your plan to 
include it before you start writing.



Features of a Newspaper Report







E

X

A

M

P

L

E

E

X

A

M

P

L

E





Lesson 4 -
LO to finish 
writing your 
newspaper 

report.

Success criteria:

• Name of the newspaper

• Headline using a pun, rhyme or 
alliteration

• By-line of reporter’s name and location

• Introductory paragraph containing the 3 
W’s (what, where, when, who, why)

• Past tense

• Third person

• Chronological order 

• Pictures with captions

• Direct and reported speech



SPaG Starter – to use active and passive voice



Example



Features of a Newspaper Report




