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Grange Primary School    
Communication and Language activities for 

children ages 3-5 years
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Your child will be learning new things every day. This is an important age to encourage your child to play with others, look at books they like and chat lots. 
[image: image12.png]Talking to your child shows you’re interested in them and care about them. The more they get the chance to speak, the more they’ll learn. Below are some activities you might like to do with your child, to get them talking!
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Chatting and making things helps your child develop. With this support, they’ll even do better at school by the time they start.

This activity asks your child to chat about foods they like.

First you’ll need:

· A paper plate (or circle of paper)

· Crayons or pencils

· Child-safe scissors

· Food magazines

· Glue

Talk to your child about foods they like, then look for pictures in the magazine. Help them cut out their favourites and stick them to their paper plate.

Good to know : Discussing your child’s likes and dislikes helps them feel more confident in making decisions.
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Your shopping trip can be a chance to help your child learn new words and objects.

Show your child a picture of the item you need, then search for it together in the shop. Help them describe the item – what is it, what colour is it, what’s it for?

Walk with your child and give them time to look at the shelves. Ask them questions like “Is this it?”. Praise them when they find the item.

Talk to them about what the item is for, like “We’ll eat this cereal for breakfast”.
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Good to know: Pointing out logos and signs is a form of reading. It helps children understand words have a purpose.
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Next time you’re out for a walk, you can practise chatting with your child about the things they see.  Decide something to look out for, then see who can spot the most. You can try:

· How many red cars can you see?

· How many buses can you see?

· How many traffic lights are there?

· How many dogs can you spot?

This game helps your child pay attention to their surroundings and practise counting. These skills will be useful when they start school
.Good to know: This activity gives you lots of opportunities to introduce objects in a fun and relaxed way. 
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TV time doesn’t have to be something your child does quietly on their own. It can be a good way to get them chatting about something they like.

Sit down together and watch your child’s favourite show. Try asking questions like:

‘Why is this your favourite show?’

‘What’s happening?’

‘Who’s your favourite character?’

Talk about how it makes both of you feel. Does it make you laugh or make you feel sad? This is a good way of helping your child learn about feelings.

See if there are ways to relate the show to real life. For example, if there are animals in the show, are there animals you see in the real life?

Good to know: By watching TV shows together and talking about it, you are helping your child make connections with the world around us.
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We hope you enjoy engaging with your children through some of these activities and suggestions. For more ideas and other resources, do visit this web address : 
https://small-talk.org.uk/3-5-years/[image: image5.png]
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